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Good news
for adult
viewers

By NAN MUSGROVE

HUCK's Back!
� TV'sbig newsis the returnof that

fabulouscharacterHuckleberryHound
to Channel9 in a brand-newset of
adventures,and the introduction of
anothercartooncharacter,Rocky, with

his friends.

CHANNEL

9 hadmore
troublethan enough

over "Huckleberry

Hound"when the first

seriesfinishedsome time

ago.

They receivedonly token
abuse from the childrenfor

whom it was speciallyshown,

but coppedthe lot fromthe
parents.

The elderswantedto know:
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Wherewas Huck?When they
heardthe serieswouldbe off

for some
considerable

time,
they behavedgenerallylike
spoiledchildren deprivedof
their favoritetreat.

If you missedthe firstseries,

makesureyou see thisone.
Huck is a houndbasedon

the characterof Tennessee

ErnieFord,and he has some
fascinating friends.

My two
favorites

wereYogi
Bear,who was

supposed
to be

"Honeymooner"Jackie Glee-
son'smate,Art Carney,and
spokewithhis voice;and the
Method-acting

cat Mr. Jinx,
said to be none otherthan

Marlon Brando.

They'llall be backon your
screens Wednesdays

at 6 p.m.
fromMarch15, so don'tsay I
don'tspreadgood news.

New cartoon

More good news for adult
cartoonfans is the introduc-

tion of "Rockyand His
Friends,"Tuesdaysand Thurs-
daysat 6 p.m.fromMarch14.

Rockywillbe prettystiff
competitionfor Huck, once
you get to knowhim.

Unfortunately

for my work,
I was givena comicbookfull

of Rocky episodes(theylast

for half an hour).Dipping

intoit hereand there, I met
some intriguing people.

Rockyis a flyingsquirrel.

His friendand henchmanis
Bullwinkle,a magneticmoose.

Theystartoff theirhalf
hourwiththe firstpartof a
two-partserial— a suspense

job in whichthey battle
largelywith two Russianspies,
Natashaand Boris,moon men
and girls,and peak-headed

unidentifiedflying objects
calledCloydand Gidney.

The secondpartof the
serial is shownin the last 10
minutesof the episode,so
thereis no waitinground
from week to week.

The middleof the show
concernsa dog calledMr.
Peabodyand a fracturedfairy-

tale,toldby thatdearold
funnymanand masterof the

double-take

(or did he invent

it?) EdwardEverettHorton.
If this comicbookis an

averageexampleof Rockyand
his friends,I can recommend

the series.

Huckand Rockymaketheir
bow in the firstweekof what
Channel9 calls"strippro-
gramming."

"Stripprogramming"

is an
Americanexpressionthat
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doesn'tmean what it sounds

like.It simplymeansthat
from March13, Mondaysto
Fridays,you'llsee an episode

of a
programme

at the same
timeeachday.

For instance,you'llsee
"Wheelof Fortune"every
day, Mondayto Friday,al
3.30;DesmondTesterand the
Channel Ninepinseveryday at
4.30; cartoonsor comedies

everydayat 6 p.m.

It's an excellent idea.There
should he moreof it.

"Route66" is

one to watch

I'VEjust caughtup with
"Route 66," A.B.C.-TV's

new one-hourshow. Having
caughtup withit, I'm staying

withit. It is
outstanding

and
excelsin all the

departments

thatmakea TV showgood.

The continuing characters

are Tod and Buzz,two young

men who are drivingon
Route66 lookingfor a place

to settle.

Tod (Martin Milner) is the
son of a wealthy familywho
went bankrupt.He drivesan
expensivesportscar, a gradua-

tion presentbeforethe crash

of the familyfinances and his
sole major possession.

His mate is Buzz Murdoch

(GeorgeMaharis),a boy
fromthe slums.He'sa tough
character,but has tons of
practical experienceand
commonsense,which saves
many difficult situations.

Todd and Buzz are in their

earlytwenties.They are both
likeableyoung men, good-
looking enough,and they have
a blendof

sophistication

and
naivetethat makes them seem
real.

The storyand dialoguein
"The Strengthening Angels,"

TELEVlSIONPARADE

the onlyone I'veseen,was
reallysuperiorTV.

I find that I watchsome

TV shows simplybecause
there'snothingbetteron at
the time."Route66" is not

one of these.It is un-
doubtedly

one thatyou watch

evenif you are
reluctant

to
miss otherson at the same

time.
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Jimmy'llbe

at the Show

AUSTRALIANSwill first
meet famous English

comedianJimmy Edwardsas
a horsemanand farmer,for
Jimmyhas heardaboutthe
Royal EasterShow.

As soonas he did he sent

a cableto his agentsasking

that all his TV commitments

be
rearranged

so thathe could

go to the Showeveryday,
and,if

possible,

at nightwhen
the polois on.

Jimmy arrives on March18
and is bookedout fromApril

21, when the
equestrianevents

start in Sydney's Centennial

Park,threedays beforethe
Showopenson March24.
So far, Jimmy'sprogramme

for his Australianseason

soundsvery unlikea world-

famousTV artist'spro-
gramme.

FromwhatI couldsee and
hear,most of the entries were
thingslike dressage events,

grand parade,best ladies'

hack, hunting,polo, with
variousnotationsabout planes
to Melbourneand back when
necessaryfor TV.

Jimmyis a famouspolo
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player,and oftenplaysat
WindsorGreat Park with or
againstthe Duke of Edin-
burgh.He hunts regularly

and has a 500-acre farm ia
Surrey.He says he's deter-

minedto see everyminuteof
the Showif he can.

Happily,

his TV
commitments

fit in
with his wishes.

JIMMY EDWARDS

Well, stone

the crows!

AS a sheilawho workson
The Australian Women's

Weekly,I couldn'thelp say-
ing "stonethe crows"whenI
saw a recentepisode of "Ad-
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venturesin Paradise."

GorgeousGardnerMackay,
who playsAdam Troy,skipper

of the Tiki,was in PortAde-

laide
delivering

a prizebull
to a

squatter.

The inhabitants of Port

Adelaide(populationmore
than 40,000)mostlywore
bowlerhatsand a variety of
floweredwaistcoats,and
lookedas if theylivedin the
1850s.They were foundby
Troyplayingtwo-upin the
banking chamberof the local
bank,closedfor Bank Holiday.

Troy foundhis squatter

there,too.She was blondand
shapely, and wore very 1960
ridingclothes.

Adam remarkedthat he
thoughtPort Adelaide is a
fine place, especially when
you founda sheilain the two-

up school.But the squatter

put him straight aboutthat
word.She wouldn't be called

a
sheila,

shesaid,it meanta
floozie.

Andso it went.It wasan
uproar—surprisingly authentic
in its

background
shotsof the

outback,but Twentieth Cen-
tury-Fox, who make "Adven-

turesin
Paradise,"

just don't

know about
Australian slang.

There'sone thingtheydo
know.The Diggerhat is
worn by

Australians.
The

squatter,who took Adam to
her 60,000-acrestatíon,added
a hat to her riding ensemble

whentheywentout to muster

some cattle.

It was a Diggerhat,turned

up at the sideand wornwell

back behindthe front rolls

and wavesof the
squatter's

high-fashionhairdo, and
lookedextra grouse.

It was reallyfunnyto listen

to the
dialogue,

so funnythat
I'm sure that if the

Australian

episodesof "Adventuresin
Paradise,"

of whichI hear
thereare quitea number,

continuethe show'sratingwill
rise considerably.

Lastweek,in a live
telecast,

the A.B.C.showedsome very
interesting paintings.Some
were paintingsby Australian

childrenof what they thought

Englandwas like;otherswere
what Englishchildrenthought
Australialooked like.

It was arrangedthroughthe
A. B.C.-TVChildren'sClub in
Australiaand throughthe
B.B.C.in England.

The picturesshowedthat
Australianchildrenhave a bet-
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ter ideaof whatEngland
is

likethanEnglishkidshaveof
us.

It wasa good idea,andin-
terestingTV curiosity.(Inci-
dentally,Miss Tanya Hales-
worth was the commentator,

and she did verywell.)

WhatI am waitingfor now
is a

competition

for Ameriean

TV
producers.

It couldhe
pictures,

or word
pictures,

of
whattheythink

Australia
and

Australiansare like. That
wouldbe comicTV.

"ROCKY AND HIS FRIENDS"is a new "adult"cartoon(no rela-
tion to an "adult Western") startingon Channel9 on March 14
at 6 p.m.Aboveare the four

continuingcharacters

in partof the show.

From left, Natashaand Boris, who pit their wits againstthe magnetic

moose, Bullwinkle, and his friend Rocky, the flying squirrel.
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GEORGE MAHARIS (left) and Martin
Milner, co-starsof Channel2's new series

"Route 66."


